[Fibrolamellar hepatoma].
Unlike hepatocellular hepatoma (HCC), the so-called fibrolamellar hepatoma (FLH) is found almost exclusively in the non-cirrhotic, non-infected liver. Patient characteristics and the course of the disease in FLH differ markedly from HCC. FLH represents only a small portion of hepatomas in general (approx. 2%), but accounts for over 40% of hepatomas in young adults. We present the case of a 38-year-old woman showing the typical histological findings of polygonal eosinophilic tumor cells and characteristic lamellar bundles of fibrous stroma, which led to the diagnosis of FLH. The approx. 140 cases of FLH published in the world literature are also presented and discussed. The usefulness of additional examinations (neurotensin, vitamin B12 binding capacity and copper stains) is mentioned. The difficulty in diagnosing FLH lies in its histological differentiation from focal nodular hyperplasia. When diagnosed early, however, FLH is characterized by good resectability with a chance of cure or at least a markedly better survival rate than HCC.